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2025 SAAPAM BEST RESEARCH PAPER AWARDS 

Title of the Article Authors AWARD NAME 

Potholes of a Democratic State or People’s Power? A 
Critical Review of Government of National Unity in South 
Africa. 

Mr Kgantshi Jones Ramatlhale 
Male 

EMERGING SCHOLAR 

Municipal Capacity Assessments And State Capacity 
Building: A Tool For Improved Governance And Service 
Delivery 

Miss Bonolo Letlape, Goldwin 
Dube and Paul Radikonyana 
Female 

INTERGOVERNMENTAL, 
DISTRICT AND LOCAL 

AFFAIRS 

Strengthening Corruption Risk Resilience in Public Sector 
Procurement: Examining Governance Failures and Policy 
Gaps in South Africa’s Education Sector During a Crisis 

Dr Nkosingiphile Mkhize 
Male 

STAKEHOLDERS, PROJECTS, 
PROCUREMENT AND 
INFRASTRUCTURE 

MANAGEMENT 

A Comprehensive Critical Framework For Community 
Water Management In South African Rural Areas 

Dr Mofolo Malefetsane and 
Vuyani Langa 
Male 

STATE CAPACITY, 
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 

AND ECONOMIC 
TRANSFORMATION 

Know your Wards APP: A Demarcation Tool for 
Participatory Democracy in South African Local 
Government Elections 

Dr Paul Shimane Radikonyana 
and Kevin Khosa 

(Male) 

GLOBAL AND INTERNATIONAL 
AFFAIRS 

Role of institutions of higher learning in state capacity 
building 

Mr Motadi Masa Sylvester 

Male 

HIGHER EDUCATION, AND 
TEACHING AND LEARNING 

IMPACTS 

Protests and Service Delivery Crisis in South Africa: 
Beyond (Re)Building a Capable State to Rethinking Ethics - 
A Call to Ethicopraxic State 

Ms Sibusisiwe Nyawo & Dr 
Nsizwazonke E Yende 

(Female) and (Male) 

ACCOUNTABILITY AND 
OVERSIGHT 

Potholes of a Democratic State or People’s Power? A 
Critical Review of Government of National Unity in South 
Africa. 

Mr Kgantshi Jones Ramatlhale 
Male 

OVERALL, WINNER 

COMMITEE MEMBERS 
1. THANYANI MADZIVHANDILA
2. XOLILE THANI 
3. TAFADZWA MARAMURA
4. ARTHUR SHOPOLA
5. FERDINAND NIYIMBANIRA
6. SAM KOMA
7. KGALEMA MASHAMAITE 
8. IZIMANGALISO MALATJIE




